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Christ the King 
Retreat Center 

A Ministry of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

“Come to the water...”

We enter year 2022. It brings to mind the little ditty that is offered a bride-something old, something new, 
something borrowed, something blue.  

What is old? CTK is getting on in years. This year, 2022, we recognize 70 years of preaching the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. As one stands in the section of CTK that we refer to as Lethert House, it is almost unbelievable 
to see how that tiny seed has grown. Our reality in 2022 is so different from the reality of 1952. 

What is new? We welcome a new member of the preaching team. Fr. Henry (Hank) Lemoncelli, OMI, joins us 
in 2022. Fr. Hank comes from Buffalo, New York. For the past 20 years, Fr. Hank worked for the Vatican. He has 
worked in the office that is involved with Women Religious throughout the world. Fr. Hank brings a wealth of 
experiences. He has worked in parish ministry and education. He has been a teacher and administrator. He 
speaks Italian and also Spanish. I know he will be a blessing.  

What do we borrow? We borrow the hope that comes from 70 years of experience. As I write this letter we 
still struggle with the pandemic. We still struggle with staffing problems arising from the pandemic. We still 
struggle with a sense of uncertainty. But as St. Paul reminds us, hope does not disappoint. We hold onto the 
presence and the working of our God. God is faithful. 

What is blue? We all are as we continue to mourn the loss of our brother, Fr. Jim. We are grateful for all that 
he offered to us over the many years that he served at CTK. We pray that we will take what he has offered and 
allow it to continue to grow.  

As we enter 2022, besides the little ditty for a bride, I remember a “call and response” that was part of the 
African American parish where I served for 8 years. God is good, all the time. All the time, God is good. 

In the Lord Jesus, 
 
 
 

Fr. Richard Sudlik, OMI

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE CTK FAMILY,

Announcing “A Spiritual Potpourri” – August-December 2022  
With change, there is transition. We welcomed Fr. Hank Lemoncelli in January 2022, and with Fr. Deegan’s 
passing and the many staffing changes at the retreat center we are presented with an opportunity to begin 
our new Retreat Theme in January 2023. The “Amazing Grace” theme will conclude with our women’s 
midweek retreat in July 2022. So, from August to December 2022, those coming to our Men’s and Women’s 
Silent weekend or midweek retreats will be privileged to hear a variety of reflections from our Preaching 
Team. We are taking this time to present some of our “greatest hits” - from the Our Father to Saint Paul’s 
favorite hymns, and from to the call to bear fruit to Pinocchio, just to name a few. We hope and pray that 
you will join us and be moved by the spiritual potpourri we are presenting as we prayerfully prepare the 
new “theme” for 2023.



Weekend Retreats  Check-in from 4 to 8 pm; Retreat begins at 8 pm 
Midweek Retreats Check-in from 1 to 3 pm; Retreat begins at 3 pm, Retreats end at 1 pm on the last day of the retreat
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2022 King’s House Retreat Calendar 
JANUARY 
14-16        Men’s Silent Weekend 
21-23        Men’s Silent Weekend 
28-30        Women’s Silent Weekend 
 
FEBRUARY 
4-6            Men’s Silent Weekend 
21-25        Directed Retreat 
25-27        Women’s Silent Weekend 
 
MARCH 
1-3            Women’s Silent Lenten Midweek 
4-6            Married Couples  
9               Lenten Day of Centering Prayer 
11-13        Men’s Silent Weekend 
12             Day Retreat – Women 
15-17        Women’s Silent Midweek 
18-20        Retreat for Men & Women 
                 with Fr. Greg Paffel 
 
APRIL 
1-3            Women’s Silent Weekend 
5-7            Men & Women’s Silent Midweek 
13-16        Men & Women’s Silent Holy Week 
                 with Fr. Bob Morin, OMI 
22-24        Women’s Silent Weekend 
26-27        Parish Staff & Volunteers  
 
MAY 
13-15        Women’s Silent Weekend 
19             Hope Day (Dealing with Loss) 
31-Jun. 3  Women’s 4-Day Silent Midweek 
 
JUNE 
7-14          Sisters’ Intercommunity 
16-23        Directed Retreat 
 
JULY 
8-10          Spanish Retreat 
12-14        Women’s Silent Midweek 
15-17        Healing Retreat for Men & Women 
                 with Fr. Matt Linn 

AUGUST 
5-7            Men & Women’s Silent Weekend 
                 with Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
19-21        Men & Women’s Silent Weekend 
                 with Fr. Charles Lachowitzer  
 
SEPTEMBER 
9-11          Women’s Silent Weekend 
16-18        Women’s Silent Weekend 
20-22        Women’s Silent Midweek 
23-25        Men’s Silent Weekend 
27-29        Women’s Silent Midweek 
30-Oct. 2   Men & Women Serenity 12-Step 
 
OCTOBER 
11-13        Women’s Silent Midweek  
14-16        Married Couples 
19             Hope Day (Dealing with Loss) 
24-28        Directed Retreat 
 
NOVEMBER 
4-6            Men’s Silent Weekend 
8-10          Women’s Silent Midweek 
11-13        Men & Women’s Silent Weekend 
                 with Fr. Joe Nassal, CPPS 
30             Advent Day of Centering Prayer 
 
DECEMBER 
2-4            Men’s Silent Weekend 
9-11          Men & Women Advent Silent Retreat 
                 with Susan Stabile 
 
 Men’s Silent Weekend, Women’s Silent Weekend and 
Midweek Retreats: Non-refundable deposit of $50.00; 
Retreat Fee: $160.00 per person.  
Includes 2 nights’ accommodations and 5 meals.  
Scholarships available for those in need; contact the 
office for an application. 
 
Retreats from January-July will be “Amazing Grace” and 
from August-December will be “A Spiritual Potpourri.” 

About Silent Retreats 
A Silent retreat offers the retreatant time to withdraw from the 
distractions of everyday routine, and allows one focused time 
on their relationship with God. The time you are here is YOUR 
time and you are encouraged you to honor the body and the 
Spirit. This means that if you are tired, perhaps your body is 

telling you that you need rest, and you may need to miss one of 
the activities on the schedule. Maybe personal prayer is leading 
you to a deeper point of reflection and you need to see that 
moment to its completion, spiritual direction is available to as-
sist if needed. Quiet time is built into the schedule of Mass, 
Reconciliation, conferences, Scriptural Rosary, and Adoration.

*Requests for vegetarian or gluten free meals MUST be received two weeks before your retreat.*
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DAY RETREATS 
Day retreats begin at 9 am and end at 3 pm, 
lunch is included; $50.00 per person. 
Register online at www.kingshouse.com  
March 12 
Mothers/Daughters/Sisters/Aunts/Friends 
“Women Working Together to Heal our World” 
presented by Susan Stabile  
As lay women in the world, however else we define our 
spirituality, it is an apostolic one - one that invites us to grow in in-
timacy with God and, out of that relationship, to serve 
our neighbors in witness to the Gospel and in imitation of Jesus 
Christ.  
This retreat day offers us an opportunity to reflect on what 
it means for us as women to work - individually and 
collectively - on behalf of God’s plan to heal our world. 
Our day will include talks by the presenter, periods of 
individual reflection, and time for sharing.  
May 19 & October 19 
Hope Days (Dealing with Loss)  
How do I hope in the midst of life’s changes?  What is God asking 
of me? Change is the essence of life, and we are the students. Loss 
interrupts the flow of life… the death of a loved one, illness, life-
changing disappointment such as economic change or job loss, re-
jection by a person or institution that means a great deal to me.    
Our Hope Day – 1 day retreat – offers one the opportunity to ex-
plore the grief surrounding the losses in one’s life and learn tools of 
healing and peace through scripture and tradition.  
March 9 & November 30 
Days of Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina  
The Seasons of Advent and Lent offers us opportunities to nurture our 
inner life with God in a deeper way. Centering Prayer is one of the 
oldest forms of prayer in our Catholic tradition. This simple form of 
silent prayer invites us to become still before the Indwelling Pres-
ence of God in a stance of openness and surrender.  
Our practice of Lectio Divina will focus on the Lenten or 
Advent scripture readings which will help us to enter more deeply 
into the mysteries of these sacred seasons.

DIRECTED RETREATS 2022 
Presented by King’s House Preaching Team  
The retreatant meets daily with a spiritual director to talk 
about their personal journey and experience of God. The re-
maining time is spent in solitude and silence, relaxing, pray-
ing, reading and reflecting. In the extended time of prayerful 
quiet, one often moves into a deeper listening to God and 
awareness of God’s presence and action in life. The experi-
ence can clarify your dreams, purify your ambitions, expose 
your foolishness and refresh your life. It is suggested that you 
have been on a King’s House Silent Retreat or other similar 
retreat before registering for a directed retreat.  Please call 
with any questions.  
5-day  February 21-25, 2022, and October 24-28, 2022 
           Retreat Fee: $300 per person 
8-day  June 16-23, 2022 
           Retreat Fee: $500.00 per person  
A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 per person 
is required for registration.

“AMAZING GRACE” RETREATS  
Our “Amazing Grace” theme will continue from January to 
July 2022. Keep your eyes on the prize. This is our vocation. 
Our focus in life must always be on a God who loves us un-
conditionally. God is gracious. And Jesus is the manifestation 
of that graciousness. Jesus teaches us that God is not only 
more demanding than people care to think but also more 
generous and gracious than people dare to hope.  
 
One of the great frustrations for a person is to seek to gain 
what is already given. Once we accept that all is grace then 
our response must be a deep gratitude. We are not thankful 
for what we earn. We are grateful for what is gift.  Amazing 
Grace how sweet the sound.

“A SPIRITUAL POTPOURRI” RETREATS  
From August to December 2022, those coming to our Men’s 
and Women’s Silent weekend or midweek retreats will be 
privileged to hear a variety of reflections from our Preaching 
Team. We are taking this time to present some of our “great-
est hits” -  
Fr. Sudlik will present reflections on The Lord’s Prayer. 
Fr. Lon will be reflecting on Pinocchio. 
Fr. Hank will be reflecting on the Pauline Hymns. 
Sr. Brenda Rose will reflect on the call to bear fruit. 
 
We hope and pray that you will join us and be moved by the 
spiritual potpourri we are presenting as we prayerfully pre-
pare the new “theme” for 2023.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
“O God, you are my God. It is you I seek.” Psalm 63:2 
Spiritual direction is a reflective listening that is deeper than 
words and provides an opportunity to share with another your 
spiritual journey in a safe atmosphere. The spiritual director 
assists you in hearing and trusting your inner wisdom (the 
place where God is with you) and to respond to that presence.   
 
To schedule an appointment, please contact one of our 
Spiritual Directors: 
Fr. Richard Sudlik, OMI: suds@omiusa.org 
Fr. Lon Konold, OMI: lkonold@kingshouse.com 
Sr. Brenda Rose Szegedy, OSF: brszegedy@kingshouse.com 
Fr. Hank Lemoncelli, OMI: hanklomi@kingshouse.com
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8-10 de julio de 2022 
(July 8-10, 2022) 
Retiro de habla hispana (Spanish-speaking Retreat) 
“Jesús: Maestro, Sanador, Salvador” 
presentado por Padre Hank Lemoncelli, OMI 
(“Jesus: Teacher, Healer, Savior” presented by 
Fr. Hank Lemoncelli, OMI)  
Durante sus años de ministerio público, Jesús se mostró 
como un maestro eficaz, un sanador misericordioso y un Sal-
vador que se abnegó. Nuestros días juntos se concentrarán 
en las enseñanzas centrales de Jesús, su poder de sanación 
y su muerte y resurrección salvíficas.  
(During his years of Public Ministry, Jesus proved to be an ef-
fective teacher, a merciful healer, and a self-sacrificing Savior. 
Our days together will focus upon Jesus’ central teachings, 
his healing power and his salvific death and resurrection.)  
Tarifa de retiro: $ 175.00 por persona; 
Se requiere un depósito no reembolsable de $50.00 
(Retreat Fee: $175.00 per person; 
A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.)

July 15-17, 2022 
Healing Weekend Retreat for Men and Women 
“Healing Through the Great Parables of 
Jesus” presented by Fr. Matt Linn  
The great parables of the Sower, the talents, the king, the 
prodigal son, and the Good Samaritan are like a Rorschach 
inkblot in which we find whatever is deepest in ourselves and 
meet the depth of Jesus (there is no deeper portrait of Abba 
than the parable of the prodigal son). Healing occurs at pro-
found levels as the parables bring together both our uncon-
scious self and the deep healing love of Jesus. Whatever you 
most need in a retreat, you will automatically project into the 
parable’s story and find the next step toward fullness of life.  
Retreat Fee:    $175.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $225.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

June 7-14, 2022 
Sisters’ Intercommunity Retreat 
“Amazing Grace” presented by the King’s 
House Preaching Team  
Keep your eyes on the prize. This is our vocation. Our focus in 
life must always be on a God who loves us unconditionally. 
God is gracious. And Jesus is the manifestation of that gra-
ciousness. Jesus teaches us that God is not only more de-
manding than people care to think but also more generous 
and gracious than people dare to hope.  One of the great frus-
trations for a person is to seek to gain what is already given. 
Once we accept that all is grace then our response must be a 
deep gratitude. We are not thankful for what we earn. We are 
grateful for what is gift.  Amazing Grace how sweet the sound  
Retreat Fee:    $450.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $500.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

April 13-16, 2022 
Holy Week Silent Retreat for Men and Women 
“Were you there when they crucified my 
Lord?” presented by Fr. Bob Morin, OMI  
This old hymn invites us to enter more deeply into the Holy 
Week mysteries. Witnesses such as Peter, Mary Magdalene, 
and Simon of Cyrene can become “entry points” into the 
great mystery contained in the Passion narratives. In this re-
treat, we will look at Jesus through the eyes of these various 
individuals and let them be our guides to a deeper under-
standing of what we celebrate and are called to become.  
Retreat Fee:    $275.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $325.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

March 18-20, 2022 
Weekend Retreat for Men and Women 
“Restful Waters” presented by Fr. Greg Paffel  
“Beside restful waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul.” 
Psalm 23:2-3 
We are invited to renew our faith in God, to find hope in His 
Word, and to let ourselves be loved by Him. Themed on Jesus 
as the Good Shepherd, this retreat will lead us to the living 
waters of the Holy Spirit. Praise & Worship included.   
Retreat Fee:    $175.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $225.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
Christ the King Retreat center is a ministry of the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI), grounded in the charism of the 
order’s founder, Saint Eugene de Mazenod. Its mission is to pro-
claim the Good News of Jesus Christ in an atmosphere of prayer, 
trusting support, and encouragement so that the Word of God may 
take root in a person’s life.
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November 11-13, 2022 
Men & Women’s Silent Weekend Retreat 
“Radical Acceptance: Living with Grateful 
Hearts” presented by Fr. Joe Nassal, CPPS  
To live in right relationship with God and with one another is 
to live in a spirit of gratitude. When we live from a grateful 
heart, we are awake to the endless beauty and unlimited pos-
sibilities that surround us. There is so much suffering, pain, 
and loss in our world that sometimes it is difficult to see the 
beauty. But living with a grateful heart helps us to see the 
graces and blessings we have received, the love we have 
shared, and the company we keep.  
Retreat Fee:    $175.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $225.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

December 9-11, 2022 
Advent Silent Retreat for Men and Women 
“The Advent Journey” 
presented by Susan Stabile  
Retreat Fee:    $175.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $225.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

November 18-20, 2022 
Serra International Retreat – For Serra Members only 
Men & Women’s Silent Weekend Retreat  
Retreat Fee:    $175.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $225.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

September 30-October 2, 2022 
Men and Women’s Serenity (12-Step) 
Weekend Retreat with Fr. Salvador Chava, OMI  
“Came to Believe” recovery is a journey where we can believe 
again. Believe in God, ourselves, and others. Recovery helps a 
person to reflect on their life and past decisions. There is one 
common core to addiction recovery that everyone needs to 
reach at some point: the process of finding oneself again. Re-
covering their self-identity, their place in community, and the 
place of God in their life is what recovery is all about. Recov-
ery helps a person gain what once was lost. Recovery truly 
becomes that amazing grace that helps people find them-
selves again.  
Retreat Fee:    $175.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $225.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

August 19-21, 2022 
Men & Women’s Silent Weekend Retreat 
“The Fifth Gospel - The Land of Jesus” 
presented by Fr. Charles Lachowitzer  
Whether you have been to the Holy Land and want to reflect 
more deeply on your experience or have never been to the 
Holy Land and would love to have a virtual tour, this retreat 
looks at the geography and the towns during the time of 
Jesus. For example, for the Blessed Virgin Mary to visit her 
cousin Elizabeth, it would have been like walking from St. 
Paul to Mankato. Why did Jesus and his disciples travel 
through Samaria? Did you know that Jesus would have ex-
perienced snow? Called “The Fifth Gospel”, the land offers a 
rich insight into the life and teachings of Jesus. As a retreat, 
there will be opportunities for Mass, prayer and reflection on 
those scriptural passages where the scenery is part of the 
message.  
Retreat Fee:    $175.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $225.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

August 5-7, 2022 
Men & Women’s Silent Weekend Retreat 
with Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
“The Practice of Sabbath in our Lives - Some 
Tips for Sanity in an Over-Stimulated Time”  
Most of us today live lives that are hurried, pressured, and 
torn in ways that pull us in many directions, all at the same 
time. We long for solitude but don’t know how to find it. Our 
lives are filled, but we are mostly unfulfilled. So, we keep 
doing what we are doing and keep getting the same results - 
tiredness.  
Eight centuries ago, Rumi lamented, “I have lived too long 
where I can be reached!” And he lived before email, cell-
phones, social media, and Zoom®. Today all of us live where 
we can be reached - 24/7. Christian spirituality has some lost 
insights that can help us here, a Spirituality of Sabbath, a spiri-
tuality that offers us tips for sanity in an over-stimulated time.  
Retreat Fee:    $225.00 per person 
Actual Cost:    $275.00 per person 
                      A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required.

MEMBERS OF THE KING’S HOUSE PREACHING TEAM 
Fr. Richard Sudlik, OMI - Director 
Br. Dan Bozek, OMI - Hospitality 

Fr. Lon Konold, OMI 
Fr. Hank Lemoncelli, OMI 

Sr. Brenda Rose Szegedy, OSF
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WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord.

Fr. Jim Deegan, OMI 
Paul Piazza, Sr.  
Kathy Peterson 
LaVergne Raskob 
Sr. Susan Streff 
Nicholas Hennessy 
Edna Knoblach 
Deacon Dominic Ehrmantraut 
Jacob Frischmon 
Jeff Anderson, husband of  
      employee Nancy 

Ron Pyka 
Joe Zahler 
Sharon Berning 
Darlene Snyder 
Richard Besch 
Dave Wynveen 
Phyllis Heffernan 
Deacon Adrian Boisclair 
Harry Welter 
John Szklarski

Ensure the Future… 
Please remember Christ the King Retreat Center in your will, 
bequests and gifts. Occasionally someone remembers us in 
their will. These gifts are added to our long-term fund that is 
invested through our religious order, the Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate. This fund helps ensure that our retreat 
ministry will be here for years to come.  Thank you for your 
generosity.

Oblate Shrines and Renewal Centers dba Christ the King 
Retreat Center is a 501(c) charitable organization. Donations 
made to Christ the King are tax deductible. 

Lord, we are blessed and grateful 
for the generosity of:
John P & Susan R Ryan 
Dolores Portz 
James Ramsey 
Frank Kocon 
Phyllis Laing 
Our Lady of the Lake 
      Catholic Church CCW 
Barbara Kass, 
      Kass Family Trust 
Carmelina Wheeler 
Daniel McDonnell 
Franciscan Sisters of 
      Perpetual Adoration 
Fred Imdieke 
Fred Kueppers 
Gail Schneider 
Gary & Peg Janisch 
Geraldine Heilman 
Ida Scherr 

Jeff & Nancy Twidwell 
Jerome Ward 
Jerry & Sharon Kelly 
Joe & Pam Smoley 
John Walter 
Joyce Smieja 
Kathleen Mueller 
Laurence & Naomi Crepeau 
Leo Burke 
Margaret McDonald 
Mary Dischinger 
Michael Miller 
Sisters of St. Casimir 
Sisters of St.Joseph 
      St. Paul Province 
Tim & Ruth Borell 
Patricia Schreier 
Robert & Colette Warner 
Marilyn Piazza

Upcoming Hosted Group Retreats 
at Christ the King Retreat Center  
 
EMOTIONS ANONYMOUS 
February 18-20, 2022 / July 16-17, 2022 
Contact: Deana G., 763-755-9317, email: dlsguenth@gmail.com  
 
CCW - NW DEANERY DAYS OF PRAYER 
March 10, 2022 (Lenten) / December 8, 2022 (Advent) 
Register through your Deanery 
 
OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
April 8-10, 2022 
Contact: www.overeaters.org, 612-377-1600  
 
NEW ULM CLERGY 
April 24-28, 2022 
Contact the Diocese of New Ulm  
 
JESUIT WOMEN IGNATIAN RETREAT 
April 28-May 1, 2022 / May 10-12, 2022 / October 20-23, 2022 
Contact via email: carend@morecommunity.org 
 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
February 13-15, 2022 / May 6-8, 2022 / October 7-9, 2022 
Register at www.wwme.org  
 
ENGAGED ENCOUNTER 
February 12-13, 2022 /  May 7-8, 2022 
June 18-19, 2022 / October 8-9, 2022 
Register at https://stpaulminneapolis.engagedencounter.com

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING RETREAT CENTER 
All who seek God and wish to grow in their spiritual life are 
invited to come experience the tree-covered grounds and 
beautiful bluff walks of King’s House. This area provides an 
atmosphere of peace and solitude, and a sacred place for 
meditation, reflection and quiet time. Legend has it that the 
area was occupied by Native Americans who called the 
place “Dabinawa”, meaning a sheltered, quiet place.  Take 
time for yourself; Take time to be in the presence of God. 
Renew and strengthen your relationship with God. Experi-
ence Dabinawa. 

SAVE THE DATE! REMEMBERING 50 AND 70   
On August 21, 2022, Fr. Dick Sudlik will celebrate his 50th anniversary of ordination and his ministry with the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate. This will also be a time to remember and celebrate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Christ 
the King Retreat Center. There will be a Mass at 2:00 with a light reception following. We hope that many of the CTK family will 
be able to join us.
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Christ The King Retreat Center 
621 First Ave S; Buffalo, MN 55313 
Phone: 763-682-1394 
Email: christtheking@kingshouse.com 
Register online at www.kingshouse.com

FR. SUDLIK’S FAVORITE RECIPE 
Eggplant Parmesan 
Preheat oven to 350° F. 
Peel eggplant and cut into 1/2-inch slices. 
3 eggs, beaten, in a separate shallow dish 
Mix bread crumbs and grated parmesan cheese 
      in another shallow dish 
Dip slices in eggs and then bread crumb mixture 
      and fry in oil until tender. 
Layer slices in a baking dish with spaghetti sauce 
      and mozzarella cheese. (Be generous with the cheese).  
Bake for an hour.

There are many paintings and works of art here at the Retreat Center. There is a statue of 
Mary and the Christ Child in the small Oblate Chapel. Here is a brief history of this Mary and 
the Christ Child Statue. 
 
This statue was brought to the United States by Mrs. Caecelia Hillebrand after a visit to her 
native Germany in the summer of 1949. The statue was carved by her nephew (name un-
known) who was a prisoner of the Dachau Nazi concentration camp during WWII. 
 
While in prison Caecelia’s nephew came in contact with a priest, also a prisoner, who encour-
aged him and other young prisoners to become engaged in some activity or hobby that may 
take their mind off their sufferings. The priest promised to try to get materials to the prisoners 
so that they might engage in some activity to help them keep sane and healthy. 
 
Through secret assistance, the priest was able to obtain some wood and a small chisel or 
knife, with which Caecelia’s nephew, without any former experience in sculpturing, carved this 
beautiful statue of Mary and the Christ Child. 
 
Upon release after the war, the young man gave this statue to his mother, who later presented 
it to her sister, Mrs. Hillebrand when she visited her German relatives in 1949. After having had 
the statue for several years, Caecelia Hillebrand gave it as a gift to her local pastor, Fr. Russell 
Tremblay, OMI. 
 
Later Fr. Tremblay gave this statue as a gift to his fellow Oblate, Fr. Maynard Kegler, OMI. When 
Fr. Kegler became Director of King’s House in 1969, he brought this statue with him, where it 
continues to reside in the Oblate Chapel. 
 
Please remember in your prayers all who have suffered the violence of wars… especially the 
children.

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 
St. Augustine of Hippo 
Breathe in me O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. 
Act in me O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 
Draw my heart O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. 
Strengthen me O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. 
Amen.



Christ the King Retreat Center 
621 First Ave. South 
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2022 RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM 
Name and dates of Retreat you are attending __________________________________________________________ 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________________   State ____________   Zip _________________________  

Phone ___________________________________   Email ______________________________________________  
 
*Requests for vegetarian or gluten free meals MUST be received two weeks before your retreat.* 
 
Please enclose the Non-Refundable Retreat Deposit of $50.00 per person. 
Make checks payable to: Christ the King Retreat Center  
Mailing address: 621 First Ave S, Buffalo, MN 55313-1399

Have you MOVED? 
Please send any address changes and 
updates to christtheking@kingshouse.com 
or call us at 763-682-1394.

“He has sent me to bring 
Good News to the Poor… 

The Poor have heard the Good News.” 
 

The spirit of St. Eugene 
is inspired by Isaiah 61:1. 

 
St. Eugene, pray for us. 

Find us online at www.kingshouse.com. 
• Register for upcoming retreats. 
• Information on Spiritual Direction 
• Private retreats and hosted group information 
• Picture tour of our grounds and facility. 
• Checkout our Facebook page 

Register online at www.kingshouse.com


